t its fall meeting on 28 October 2000, the AIBS Board of Directors voted to welcome four new member societies and organizations to AIBS: The Herpetologists' League, Human Anatomy and Physiology Society (HAPS), Freshwater Mollusk Conservation Society (FMCS), and National Association of Marine Laboratories (NAML). The total AIBS federation now stands at 78 member societies and organizations, with a collective individual membership of more than 190,000 biologists.
Established in 1936, the Herpetologists' League is an international organization of over 1,000 members devoted to studying the biology of amphibians and reptiles. It publishes two scholarly journals: the quarterly Herpetologica, which contains essays, research papers, and book reviews; and Herpetological Monographs, an annual supplement containing longer research articles, syntheses, and special symposia. The league also publishes a biannual newsletter, HL Communications.
For more information about the Herpetologists' League, visit their Web site at www.inhs.uiuc.edu/cbd/HL/HL.html.
The Human Anatomy and Physiology Society was formed in 1989 at the third National Anatomy and Physiology Workshop in Reno, Nevada. HAPS seeks to promote communication among teachers of human anatomy and physiology in colleges, universities, and related institutions; hosts workshops and conferences where members can obtain information on the latest developments in health and science; and encourages educational research and publication by its members.
HAPS has over 1,000 members from two-and four-year colleges, universities, and private businesses throughout the United States and Canada. The society hosts a mailing list server, produces a newsletter, and offers grants, scholarships, and educational materials.
For more information, visit www. hapsweb.org.
In 1999 the Freshwater Mollusk Conservation Society was founded for resource managers, conservation ecologists, students, and professional malacologists with an interest in advancing the conservation science of freshwater mollusks. The society has over 200 members and produces a newsletter, Ellipsaria. A journal, Web site, and mailing list server are in the planning stages.
The National Association of Marine Laboratories, organized in the late 1980s, comprises three regional associations with over 120 member laboratories, which together employ more than 10,000 scientists, engineers, and other professionals. NAML member laboratories offer a variety of academic, research, and public service programs, providing information on coastal habitats and encouraging wise local land management and protection of natural resources.
The three NAML regional associations-the Northeastern Association of Marine and Great Lakes Laboratories, the Southern Association of Marine Laboratories, and the Western Association 
Support for Kansas Board of Education's Decision to Teach Evolution
O n February 15, AIBS sent the following letter to the Kansas Board of Education and the Kansas State Department of Education. The 50 state-level e-mail networks, cosponsored by AIBS and the National Council for Science Education, were also notified in an effort to encourage letters of support from biologists across the United States.
On behalf of the American Institute of Biological Sciences, which represents 77 societies and organizations with an aggregate membership of 190,000 biologistsamong them the Society for the Study of Evolution and the National Association of Biology Teachers-we would like to express our support to the members of the Kansas School Board for their decision to return the subject of evolution to the state science standards. We know this was a difficult process for the School Board and we congratulate you on recognizing the need to teach Kansas students good science. Evolution is good science. It is fundamental to an understanding of biology. The students of Kansas will benefit from your decision.
On February 14, the presidents of the American Association for the Advancement of Science, the National Academy of Sciences and National Research Council, and the National Science Teachers Association issued the following press release. Our examination of the recently approved science standards has convinced us that this document embraces modern science and is consistent with national efforts to improve science education. These standards can and should serve as a model for other states that are considering revising their own standards. We are pleased and enthusiastic in now granting copyright permission to reference or use text from our documents in the Kansas Science Education Standards.
By way of background, we provide this recap of the matter: On September 23, 1999, the Presidents of the American Association for the Advancement of Science and the National Science Teachers Association, and the Chair of the National Research Council issued a joint statement denying the Kansas State Board of Education copyright permission to reference or use text from our documents in Kansas' revised science standards. Our decision was based on the previous Board's decision to approve science standards from which topics related to the origins and evolution of the cosmos, earth, and life on earth had been removed or substantively revised. Our response to the actions by the majority of members of the Board of Education was one of many voices of protest that arose from the education and scientific communities. Those protests emphasized that studying the origins and evolution of the physical and biological universe has long been an accepted and respected component of scientific investigation. Based on compelling evidence, the overwhelming majority of scientists and science educators accept evolution as the most reasonable explanation for the current diversity of life on earth and the set of processes that has led to this diversity. Scientists and theologians also agree that scientific and religious explanations for the evolution of the earth and life on this planet are not incompatible. By removing critical and well-accepted scientific explanations for the origins and changes in the living and physical worlds from the state science standards, students in Kansas would have been denied opportunities to explore and understand what have become important foundations of modern life, earth, and physical sciences.
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